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Entries for future issues of Focus to be sent to 

Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.org.uk 

P l e a s e  N o t e  N e w  E m a i l  A d d r e s s  

Please submit before the last day of the month. 

Editor’s Le�er 

By the %me you read this, I will be on my holidays, once again, in 

the Kingdom of Fife, where I love exploring the Tentsmuir Forest, 

a wild and brooding wilderness, just north of St Andrews. Such is 

its reputa%on that a slightly rickety and weathered , old warning 

sign is displayed as you enter along one of the paths: ’Here be trolls, witches 

and other monsters.’ The sign con%nues to give further gruesome details about 

these creatures, which, quite frankly, isn’t terribly encouraging to the  

average tourist! Being a person of vivid imagina%on, it doesn’t take long before 

I can actually envisage those creatures lying in wait for me in the dark depths. 

However, I have my trusty guard dog, Mack, at my side and follow the paths, 

looking suspiciously all around as I proceed. Eventually, I enjoy a lovely  

peaceful walk under the forest canopy with the odd shower of pine cones. 

St Andrews is a fine city and one that I love. It has culture, history, good  

restaurants and a spirituality that is almost tangible. And, of course, golf! In  

September the students arrive from all over the globe, a4er their long holidays, 

and the town is vibrant and buzzing with energy. They can be seen dipping in 

the waves of the cold North Sea and playing volleyball on the beach. Mack is a 

great ice-breaker and, a4er apologising for the burst ball, we o4en stop to chat 

to them. Some%mes they have se8led really easily in their newly adopted 

home, some%mes they miss their families and homes badly, especially if they 

have le4 a family dog behind and Mack reminds them of their own so far away. 

Let us keep all new students in our thoughts and prayers. They are our hope for 

the future. 

Enjoy the fruits of the autumn,  

Cole8e. 
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Dear Friends, 

As I sit to write this le8er for the Autumn edi%on of the Focus 

magazine, it is the end of July, but it certainly has felt  

autumnal over these last few days, with the wind and the 

rain! Where has the sunshine gone? Hopefully we will  

experience some be8er weather yet before the Autumn is 

properly with us. 

September is the start of the new academic year. For children and young  

people, a %me of change and transi%on. Whether star%ng school for the first 

%me as some are from our Friday Toddler Group, moving class and being with a 

new teacher, or moving up to high school or college, or even university. It’s a 

%me of change and adjustment It is at the same %me an opportunity to meet 

new people, make new friends and gain new knowledge and skills. Please  

remember all our young people in the village and beyond in your prayers. 

“All good gi4s around us are sent from heaven above”. Do you recognise these 

words? They are from the Harvest hymn, ‘We plough the fields and sca8er’. Our 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service this year will be on Sunday 8th October. It is an 

opportunity to indeed thank God for his provision for us. It’s lovely to see the 

different crops growing in the fields on the way into the village. I never cease to 

be amazed by what grows from a %ny seed: puCng down roots and growing 

shoots. Not unlike star%ng a new year at school really, se8ling in and becoming 

established and growing in every way. 

Jesus told his disciples that if they had faith the size of a mustard seed, then 

nothing would be impossible for them. That’s a good thought to take with you 

into the new academic year. 

I don’t know if you have seen our no%ce board recently, but we have a new 

poster which says, “Small Church- Big Welcome”. And that is true. Everyone is 

very welcome here at St. Stephen’s. It would be lovely to see you at any of our 

services. 

God Bless, 

Keith 
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St Stephen’s Church 

Services 

Sundays 10.30am Eucharist 

1st Sunday All Age Eucharist 

6.00pm Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) 

4th Sunday BCP Holy Communion 

Wednesdays 10.30am Eucharist   

Congratula4ons! 

 To Cole8e and David who had their marriage blessed in St Stephen’s Church 

recently.  

We wish them every happiness for their future  

together. 
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W h o ’ s  W h o  a t  S t .  S t e p h e n ’ s  
Vicar Revd. Keith Thornborough 

Warden 
Dr. Judith Welch 

Judith.Churchwarden@StStephensHightown.org.uk 

Warden Mr. Geoff Bailey 

PCC Secretary Mrs. Beryl Howard 

PCC Treasurer Mr. Keith Aldis 

Gi4 Aid 

Secretary 
Mr. Brian Taylor 

Safeguarding To be appointed 

Wills & Legacies To be appointed 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs. Beth Cresswell 

Sacristan Team Miss Hazel Roberts 

Health & Safety Mr. Stanley Alty 

Flower Rota Mrs. Hilary Munro 

CMS Secretary Mrs. Beryl Howard 

St. Stephen’s 

Youth Club 
Jane Croxton 

Church Hall Bookings Mrs. Sally Fraser 

Focus 

Editor 

Mrs. Cole8e Hudson 

Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.org.uk 

Focus 

Adver%sements 

Mrs. Cole8e Hudson  

Adverts@StStephensHightown.org.uk 

Focus 

Distribu%on 
Mr. and Mrs. K Bradshaw 

St. Stephen’s 

Website 
StStephensHightown.org.uk 
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Prayer  Prompts  For  September  

1st. For those grieving the loss of a loved one. 

For the people of Mark Road. 

2nd. For those star%ng a new school. 

For the people of Old Acre and Briary Cro�. 

3rd. Thirteenth Sunday a6er Trinity .For those returning to school or college. 

For the people of Sandhills and Bankside. 

4th. For those without a safe home. 

For the people of North Dune, Riverside and Westway. 

5th. For all carers, may they know their worth. 

For the people of Elmcro� Lane and Sandy Lane. 

6th. For those struggling with mental health. 

For all the people of Hightown. 

7th. Pray that we hear God’s guidance. 

For the people of Withins Field, Blundell Grove and Larkhill Grove. 

8th. The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

For the people of Whi)ield Close and Oakfield Road. 

9th. For all mothers, foster mothers, adop%ve and step mothers. 

For the people of Elvington Road and Marston Crescent.  

10th. Fourteenth Sunday a6er Trinity. For all fathers, foster fathers, adop%ve and 

step fathers. 

For the people of Windermere Road and Grasmere Road. 

11th. May we feel God’s love. 

For the people of Alt Road and Lower Alt Road. 

12th. For our village community.. 

For the people of Village Way and The Roundway . 

13th. For our beach and coastline. 

For all the people of Hightown. 

14th. Holy Cross Day. God shows his love for us in that, while we were sinners, 

Christ died for us. Let us show our love for him by confessing our sins in peni-

tence and faith.  

For the people of Thornbeck Avenue 

15th. For those struggling with their eyesight. 

For the people of Emerson Close and Thirlmere Road. 
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16th. For those hard of hearing 

For the People of St. Stephen’s Road and Hester Close. 

17th.  Fi6eenth Sunday a6er Trinity. For the beau%ful gardens and nature in  our 

village. 

For the people of Alton Close and Brentwood Close. 

18th. For those without enough food to eat. 

For the people of The Range and Altcar Camp. 

19th. For those affected by the wildfires. 

For the people of Blundell Road and Blundell Avenue. 

20th. For those affected by the war in Ukraine. 

For all the people of Hightown. 

21st. Mathew; Apostle and Evangelist.  

For the people of North End Lane ,Moss lane and local farms. 

22nd. For those without fresh water. 

For the people of Orrell Hill Lane and Gorsey Lane. 

23rd. For all teachers and ancillary staff. 

For the people of Wignalls Meadow and Moorhouses. 

24th. Sixteenth Sunday a6er Trinity. For the farmers as they gather in their crops. 

For the people of Langley Close, Richmond Close and Mayfair Close. 

25th. For those struggling to make a rela%onship work. 

For the people of School Road, Rathbone Road and Sandilands Grove. 

26th. For the lonely and housebound. 

For the people of St. Georges Road, Thirlmere Mews and Holmfield. 

27th. Pray for a boun%ful harvest. 

For all the people of Hightown. 

28th. For students preparing for university.  

For the people of Delph Road..  

29th. Michael and all Angels. May God bless us all and grant 

us their protec%on.  

For the people of Riverside.  

30th. Ember Day 

For the people of Thistledown Drive and Tudor Gardens. 

Prayer  prompts  (contd)  
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CARRY ON CAMPING  

by Beth Cresswell 

I have been going on camping holidays for all my married life – and even before 

that with the Guides. I met my husband, Chris, who was a keen Scout and 

Scouter and went with him to the Lakes and the Brecon Beacons and slept in a 

tent. We canoed, cooked over open fires and enjoyed camp fire sing songs. Ask 

Colin Goodyear what it was like with 40 Hightown teenagers on the Llyn  

Peninsular in a field filled with an odd assortment of tents, one cold tap and 

one toilet. The experiences have given many people a fund of memories. Our 

editor, Cole8e, will well remember the Duke of Edinburgh camps in the Lakes. 

When our son, Douglas, arrived, he had his first camping trip to Wasdale at the 

tender age of 3 months. He slept in a carry cot on wheels in a frame tent and 

could be wheeled away when he cried in the night. Since then, most years, we 

have been away with a tent. Chris and Douglas o4en went backpacking in the 

Lakes, the Peak District and once braved crossing the Channel, carrying all they 

needed in a rucksack apiece. 

To be out in the fresh air is a delight as long as 

it does not rain too much and the nights do 

not get too cold. My sister-in-law and her 

family are ardent campers and we have spent 

many family gatherings on a site with 4 or 5 

tents, a group of adults and cousins  

enjoying the freedom of the camping life. The 

whole Cresswell clan met up for a 70th  

birthday – the place immaterial, the gathering the most important.  

My sister-in-law and her husband have a trailer tent which is easy to erect. We 

have gone from an ancient canvas one, via various poled and frame models to 

our present one which may be thought too big but it suits us. It does not have 

poles but tubes which are inflated using a pump powered by the car ba8ery. In 

about 20 minutes our palace has risen from the grass and we can begin  

installing the bits and pieces that make it a home from home. 2 camp beds, 
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Christenings for children of all 

ages 

St Stephen’s Church 

Ring Rev. Keith on 0151 929 3097 

ma8resses, sheets and duvets furnish the bedroom. The kitchen is set up, as is 

the dining table and chairs. Last but certainly not least the electrics are plugged 

in. Now we have light, a cooker, a fridge and, best of all, a ke8le. How we look 

forward to that cup of tea when all is finished. 

It may be astonishing to many of you that we s%ll enjoy this holiday once a year 

but it is worth the effort. There is an upside to this. I get to stay in good hotels 

en-route ,there and back, and we do have other sorts of holidays. We even  

contemplated a cruise to the 

north of Scotland but COVID 

scuppered that.  

I don’t know how long these 

camping trips will con%nue 

but, with a bit of luck, there 

are a few years le4 in us and 

our VANGO TAIGA 600. 

Coffee Morning  

run by Altcar Ladies 

Saturday October 7th  

10am-12noon 
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Brass Cleaning 

Sept: Kevin Bradshaw 

October: Gill Rowe 

Sunday Coffee Rota 

September 

3rd Sue Taylor 

10th Margaret Bate 

17th Hilary Munro 

24th Jane Bessant 

October 

1st Chris%ne Groco8 

8th Shirley Williams 

15th Jan Williams 

22nd Diane Aldis 

29th Beryl Howard 

St Stephen’s Church Hall 
 

TODDLER GROUP 
 

Term time  

Every Friday 9.30 to 11.30am 

Sanctuary Flowers 
September 

3rd Hilary Munro 

10th Sally Fraser 

17th Hilary Munro 

24th Beth Cresswell 

October 

1st Diane Aldis 

8th Harvest Thanksgiving 

15th Jean Johnson 

22nd Diana Warren 

29th Gill Rowe 

Prices for adver,sing per annum: 

Full page: £550 

Half page: £275 

Quarter page:£135 

One eighth page: £70 

Contact: 

Adverts@StStephensHightown.org.uk 
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Village Organisations and Activities 

Tuesday Group, St Stephen’s Hall 

Tuesday morning 10am 

Beryl Howard 

Jan Branigan 

Hightown Friendship Group 

2nd Wednesday at 8pm, 

St Stephen’s Hall 

Margaret Wear 

Gardening Club 

2nd Monday St Stephen’s Hall 8pm 
Hilary Munro 

Bowling Club, Sandy Lane Diana Killen 

Hightown Club Chris Scrine 

Blundellsands Sailing Club 
Rohan Pickard—rohan.pickard@gmail.com 

Chris Williams—Cwill1951@virginmedia.com 

Yoga Classes, Hightown Club Rose Billinge 

Flower Show Ian Wear 

Open Mic Poetry Group 

3rd Thursday 7.30pm,  

St Stephen’s Church Hall 

Tony Higginson—tonythebook@live.co.uk 

Sally Anne—tapiabowes@gmail.com 

‘Drop In’, Thursdays, 1.30—3.30pm 

St Stephen’s Hall 
Sue Taylor 

Village Singers, Our Lady of Victo-

ries Hall, Mondays 1.30—3pm 
Chris Payne 

Hightown Parish Council 
Jenny Farrar—clerk@hightownparishcouncil.uk 

www.hightownparishcouncil.uk 

Community Library, Alt Centre,  

Lower Alt Rd, Mon 12-2, Tues 1-3, 

Weds 1- 4, Fri 10 -12 

Linda Munro—lindamunro@hotmail.com 

Zumba Gold, Dance for all aged 

55+, Mondays 9.45-10.30 

St Stephen’s Hall 

Nicky Garsforth 

Creo Dance Co, 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat  

Children 3-18 years 

Georgia Gaudie 
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Smile Lines 

If biblical headlines were wriCen by today’s modern media… 

On Red Sea crossing:  
WETLANDS TRAMPLED IN LABOUR STRIKE 

Pursuing Environmentalists Killed 
 

On David vs. Goliath:  
HATE CRIME KILLS BELOVED CHAMPION 
Psychologist Ques2ons Influence of Rock 

 
On healing the 10 lepers:  

LOCAL DOCTOR'S PRACTICE RUINED 
"Faith Healer" Causes Bankruptcy 
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Local Electrician 

Info@unime-group.co.uk 

Over 20 years experience 

No job too small. Free quotes 

Tel: Stephen-07563825421 

Prices for adver4sing per annum: 

Full page: £550 

Half page: £275 

Quarter page: £135 

One eighth page: £70 

Contact: 

Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.org.uk 
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For regular giving—Everyone benefits 

For details, Please contact: 

Brian Taylor: 0151 929 2720 

Keith Aldis: 0151 929 3612 

Jeff 
All aspects of Pain%ng and  

Decora%ng 

LambethDecora2ngServices@Yahoo.co.uk 

North West Areas, 20 Years Experience 

No job too small, Free Quotes 

07837 463995 

Prices for adver4sing per annum: 

Full page: £550 

Half page: £275 

Quarter page: £135 

One eighth page: £70 

Contact: 

Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.org.uk 
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T O  C L A I M  Y O U R  F R E E  G I F T  A N D  B O O K  Y O U R  

F R E E  B - F I T  B - F A B U L O U S  S E S S I O N  W O R T H  £ 6 0  

Call Gaynor on 07748 298 728 or email: Gaynor@B-Fit.uk.com 

Only 6 places available — For success stories visit www.B-Fit.uk.com 

Feel fabulous, toned, slimmer and healthier 

Drop a dress size without calorie coun4ng 

Boost your energy and feel 10 years younger 

Have the WOW factor 

FEELING FLABBY, UNFIT 
AND SICK OF DIETS? 

WANT TO BE B-FIT + FABULOUS? 
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Easy Fundrais ing  

St Stephens has have been using #easyfundraising to raise FREE dona-

tions for the Church when we shop online. We have just been paid! 

These donations will make a BIG difference and you can help during this 

difficult time too - it only takes 2 minutes to sign up and 4,500+ shops 

( including Amazon and Ebay) will donate for free, every time you shop 

online with them! 

Why not visit: 

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ststephenschhightown/
payments/60537b0af62fd200266cbd30/  

to find out more ? 

As that famous advertising slogan tells us: 'every little helps'. 
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MIKE’S POWERWASH 
Industrial Power Cleaning of Pa4os & 

Drives 

Phone Mike for your value price: 

 Tel: 0151 474 0760 

Mob: 07738 304364 

 


